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ences fresh proof of the evils of missionary teaching.
For Kang Yu-wei's conception of a political millennium
%vas unmistakably inspired by his enthusiastic belief
that the principles of government laid  down  by
Rousseau, Mill, and other European writers were
directly applicable to cure the rottenness of the state
of China ; also it was no secret that many missionary
schools taught the Young Chinese idea to shoot, by
ways and means of secular education that completely
unfitted the student to play the part of a useful
citizen under the existing social system.    But Li
Hung-chang, though fully alive to the source and
nature   of   this   new   danger,   preserved   sufficient
breadth of mind not to condemn the Christian reli-
gion for the errors in secular education committed
by well-meaning enthusiasts.    He realised that the
disruptive elements thus created in missionary schools
were not so undisciplined and revolutionary as those
produced in the purely secular colleges in Japan.   In
the one case, students absorbed crude ideas of demo-
cratic institutions and the rights of man ;   in the
other, a general tendency to resist constituted autho-
rity by means that savoured of anarchism.   All this
his acute intelligence had long foreseen; he realised
that the new wine could not be contained in the old
vessels of China's political economy, also that its
importation could not be prevented.    His attitude
towards the Reformers, even towards those of frankly
revolutionary tendencies, was one of firmness tem-
pered by sympathetic regrets.   Had his advice been
followed in 1871, when he recommended the estab-
lishment of an Institution for the Study of Foreign
Affairs and special examinations, for the Civil Service,
of men educated in Western learning, Young China